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ABOUT
EXCELSIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Established in 1983, Excelsia University College (Excelsia) is one of Australia’s leading Christian higher 
education providers, and is an innovative and creative community of people who are passionate about 
excelling and growing academically, professionally, personally and spiritually. Our students and alumni embark 
on a journey of lifelong learning and leadership.

MENTORSHIP
Students undertaking production roles receive 
mentorship and feedback from industry 
professionals to assist in developing skills that 
reflect current industry standards. 

PASTORAL CARE
Excelsia prioritises pastoral care which is fully 
integrated throughout the program. It is important 
to Excelsia that we meet the personal, social 
wellbeing and academic needs of students.

SHORT FILM PROJECT
Students work with industry professionals to produce 
and perform in a short film. It empowers students 
with a diverse set of skills, from technical proficiency 
to storytelling and also enhances a student’s 
portfolio, which is essential when entering a career  
in the arts.

MULTIPLE THEATRE PRODUCTIONS
Extensive program of performance and 
production includes opportunities for  
touring shows.

OUR VISION:  Excelsia contributes to making a better world through active participation in a life-
transforming global Christian learning community.

OUR MISSION:  Excelsia is an academic community benefiting the world by producing research 
characterised by exemplary scholarship consistent with a Christian world view, and graduates prepared  
to lead in a range of professions.

  OUR VALUES

Our values reflect our vision and 
our mission:

1.	� Christ-likeness: striving to 
exemplify the life of Christ in 
our commitments, our actions 
and our relationships.

2.	� Innovation and creativity: 
working with passion and 
imagination in a range of 
influential professions, to 
further God’s transformative 
work in the world.

3.	� Scholarship: creating a 
culture that values the search 
for truth, supports academic 
freedom and rewards  
rigorous thinking.

4.	� Service to the community: 
using our skills and abilities in 
and beyond the Institution in 
the service of others.

5.	� Lifelong learning: continually 
seeking knowledge, wisdom 
and capability to flourish and 
contribute in a changing world.

GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES

1.	 Deep Knowledge
	� A deep, coherent and extensive knowledge of studied disciplines characterised by 

intellectual openness, creativity and curiosity.

2.	 Critical Analysis
	� Willingness and ability to analyse issues logically, consider different options and 

viewpoints fairly, and make informed decisions in relevant artistic, academic and/or 
professional contexts and settings.

3.	 Lifelong Learning
	� A commitment to lifelong learning characterised by a willingness and ability to 

acquire, develop and apply knowledge and skills that facilitate positive adaptations 
to a changing world.

4.	 Effective Communication
	� Aptitude to communicate information, arguments and ideas effectively and ethically 

through writing, speech and/or artistic expression as appropriate within each discipline.

5.	 Christian Ethical Action
	� A sound knowledge and understanding of Christian values and beliefs, and of the 

relevance of Christian faith to personal life, professional ethics, and social concerns.

6.	 Self Direction
	� A capacity for self-directed learning and activity while working effectively with others in 

scholarly, vocational, civic and/or artistic pursuits and endeavours.

7.	 Technical Competence
	� Competence and facility with materials, processes and technologies relevant to 

learned disciplines, generic information literacy and professional practice.

8.	 Responsible Innovation
	� Oriented towards exhibiting intellectual and artistic enterprise, innovation and 

independence in constructive, creative and responsible ways.
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WHY STUDY AT
EXCELSIA?

          As a professional accent and dialect coach, 
actor and director I am privileged to work with 
the students at Excelsia and help them develop 
their craft. I encourage all of our Creative and 
Performing Arts students to work beyond their 
current abilities and advance their passion into 
an achievable career path. 

Linda is one of Australia’s most sought after accent and 
dialect coaches, working across national touring musicals 
such as Shrek, Saturday Night Fever and Once, as well as 
independent theatre in Sydney. She also coaches for film 
and television in Australia and internationally.

― Linda Nicholls-Gidley
Drama Lecturer

EXCELSIA RANKED HIGHLY

TEACHING QUALITY* 

86.2%
National average 80.5%

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT*

90.7%
National average 81.1%

POSITIVE STUDENT INTERACTIONS*

84.6%
National average 59.5%

OVERALL GRADUATE SATISFACTION^

85.4%
National average 75.6%

^ 2023–24 Course Experience Questionnaire (undergraduate)      
* 2023–24 Student Experience Survey (undergraduate) 
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            Studying drama at Excelsia means 
I am able to pursue all my passions, both 
on stage and off. We learn how to create 
a piece of theatre, be a director or a stage 
manager, or even be the designer, whether 
it be in costume, set or props. Coming into 
this course I thought I knew what I wanted 
to do, however, now I really want to try 
everything and I have learned so much in 
only a year. The lecturers care so much  
and truly want to help in any way they  
can. Excelsia is truly a very special place  
to study. 

– Jessica
 Bachelor of Dramatic Art (Theatre Practice) Student

WHY STUDY AT
EXCELSIA?

           Initially, all I thought I could do and wanted to 
do was acting. Excelsia showed me that was not the 
case. In my first year, Excelsia allowed me to explore a 
range of areas within theatre like design, performance 
and management, and from that, it gave me an option 
to decide what I wanted to dive into more. Excelsia 
essentially gave me the opportunity to develop new 
skills and interests without sacrificing what I love. If 
it wasn’t for Excelsia I would have never known what 
more I could do.

― Jacob
Bachelor of Dramatic Art Student
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Students exiting the Bachelor of Dramatic 
Art after successfully completing the first two 
years will be awarded the Associate Degree of 
Dramatic Art.

For more details, refer to:   
excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-
performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/

Associate Degree of

DRAMATIC
ART

In three transformative years, our practical 
acting and theatre practice programs are 
designed to prepare you for both national 
and global stages and screen. You will join 
a collaborative ensemble led by dedicated 
teachers and industry professionals, fostering 
creativity to refine your craft and collaborative 
skills. In addition, we have music and screen 
production students studying on the campus 
and looking for opportunities to network and 
create together.

The curriculum, guided by our dynamic 
faculty and guest artists, incorporates contemporary industry insights 
through practical exercises, scene work, live performances and authentic design experiences. An exceptional opportunity is offered 
through our Oz to LA program where you can spend three months in Hollywood gaining hands-on knowledge of the film and TV 
industry. The final year includes the creation of a short film and graduation show. We ensure you are flexible, future-ready artists 
prepared for a lifelong career in the dramatic arts.

For more details, refer to:  excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/

Bachelor of 
DRAMATIC
ART

Course duration: �2 years full-time/4 years part-time

Credit points: 96 credit points

Delivery: On campus

Available to: Domestic and international 

CRICOS Code: 081416E

IELTS: 6.0 with no band less than 6.0

AQF: Level 6 

Financial information: FEE-HELP available for domestic students

Course tuition fee International students: $12,116 semester/ 
$48,464 total tuition fee

For more information, refer to our course fees page.

Course duration: �3 years full-time/6 years part-time

Credit points: 144 credit points

Delivery: On campus

Available to: Domestic and international 

CRICOS Code: 054987E

IELTS: 6.0 with no band less than 6.0

AQF: Level 7 

Financial information: FEE-HELP available for domestic students

Course tuition fee International students: $11,900 semester/ 
$71,400 total tuition fee

For more information, refer to our course fees page.

https://excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/
https://excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

For Australian applicants with recent secondary education (school leavers) 

  EDUCATIONAL PREREQUISITES 

•	 NSW Higher School Certificate or its interstate or overseas equivalent; or

•	� Attainment of a tertiary qualification, or satisfactory completion of at least one year’s full-time load in a tertiary course.

  ARTISTIC AND ACADEMIC SKILL ASSESSMENT
Applicants are expected to have some drama performance experience in school, church, community theatre or extras work. 
Acceptance is by interview and audition. The interview gives applicants opportunity to discuss past performance and/or production 
experience. The audition determines current and potential acting ability. Assessment criteria for auditions are below.

  AUDITION
Performance applicants should prepare to present two contrasting monologues and participate in an improvisation.

Theatre practice applicants should prepare to present one monologue and a portfolio demonstrating their area of speciality. For 
example, a design portfolio.

An interview is conducted concurrently with the audition. Applicants will discuss their previous experience, personal motivation and 
aspirations.

For international students

In addition to meeting the educational, artistic and academic prerequisites above, international applicants who have not completed an 
educational qualification in English must provide proof of proficiency in English through internationally recognised tests such as IELTS, or 
through satisfactory completion of an approved course at one of Excelsia’s partner language colleges.

Overseas students applying for admission to Excelsia courses must have reached the age of 18 years by the commencement of their 
studies. Excelsia will not admit overseas students who have not yet reached 18 years of age.

For more information, visit our international student page: excelsia.edu.au/international/entry-into-australia/

For applicants with work and life experience, VET studies, and higher education 

All applicants must demonstrate that they have been involved in some form of high level of performance or production making for at least 
three years. For more details on special entry requirements, please visit:

Bachelor of Dramatic Art excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/
Associate Degree of Dramatic Art excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/

CREDIT AND RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING (RPL)
Please refer to the credit and RPL policies and procedures in the Admissions Framework. 

http://excelsia.edu.au/international/entry-into-australia/
https://excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/
https://excelsia.edu.au/study/creative-and-performing-arts/bachelor-of-dramatic-art/
https://excelsia.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Admissions-Framework.pdf
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The course is offered with 2 major strands of specialisation that students can choose depending 
on their passion and interests. 

PERFORMANCE PRACTICE

YEAR 1: FOUNDATIONS OF PERFORMANCE AND CRAFT
Your journey as an actor begins here. In your first year, you will 
lay the groundwork for a professional career in performance, 
developing essential skills in acting, voice, movement, and 
stagecraft. You will build confidence, explore your creative 
potential, and discover the discipline required to succeed in this 
industry.

YEAR 2: EXPANSION AND APPLICATION
Now that you have built a strong foundation, it’s time to expand 
your abilities. In your second year, you will deepen your practice 
with more complex performances, screen acting, and an 
introduction to directing.

YEAR 3: REFINEMENT AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
Your final year is all about refining your craft and preparing for the 
industry. This is where you push yourself to achieve professional 
excellence.

THEATRE PRACTICE

YEAR 1: FOUNDATIONS OF THEATRE AND CREATIVE 
EXPLORATION
Your journey as a theatre-maker begins here. In your first year, 
you will immerse yourself in the core principles of acting, directing, 
design, and stage management. Through hands-on workshops 
and collaborative projects, you will explore a range of theatrical 
techniques and gain insight into the diverse disciplines that 
bring a production to life. This foundational year will help you 
build confidence, refine your creative instincts, and develop the 
discipline required for a successful career in the performing arts.

YEAR 2: SPECIALISATION AND ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT
With a strong foundation in place, your second year offers the 
opportunity to deepen your craft and expand your creative 
potential. You will take on more complex performances, develop 
your directing and producing skills, and refine your ability to craft 
original works. This year also allows for greater flexibility, enabling 
you to explore the areas of theatre-making that align with your 
artistic aspirations. Through hands-on productions and industry 
placements, you will begin shaping your unique voice as a theatre 
artist.

YEAR 3: PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE AND INDUSTRY READINESS
Your final year is about honing your expertise and preparing for 
a career in the industry. You will refine your skills in performance, 
directing, producing, and script development, while also gaining 
experience in real-world theatre environments. This year includes 
opportunities to work on major productions, develop independent 
projects, and establish professional networks. By the time you 
graduate, you will be fully equipped to make your mark in the 
industry – whether as a performer, director, writer, or creative 
leader in theatre and beyond.

YOUR FUTURE STARTS HERE 
By the end of this degree, you will have the skills, experience, and confidence to take your place in the world of performance  

– on stage, on screen, and beyond. Your career starts now.
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Units

YEAR 1 SEMESTER 1

Acting Fundamentals: Foundations 
of the Actor I
Step onto the stage and begin your 
transformation into a compelling 
performer. In this foundational unit, 
you will explore the core principles 
of acting – stage presence, character 
creation, and performance technique. 
Through improvisation, technical 
exercises, and scene work, you will build 
confidence and learn to work with given 
circumstances. You will also develop the 
ability to give and receive constructive 
feedback, laying the groundwork for a 
lifelong acting practice.

The Expressive Body: Voice and 
Movement I
Great acting starts with a well-trained 
body and voice. This unit introduces 
you to essential techniques for vocal 
control, movement, and breath support. 
Through practical workshops, you will 
learn how to use your body and voice 
effectively to convey character and 
emotion, ensuring a strong foundation 
for performance.  

Introduction to Creative 
and Technical Storytelling in 
Performance
Stories shape how we see the world – 
they connect, challenge, and inspire us. 
In this unit, you will explore how theatre 
brings stories to life through the fusion 
of performance, direction, design, and 
technical production.
From lighting and sound to front-of-
house and stage management, every 
element plays a role in shaping a 
powerful audience experience. Through 
hands-on learning and live productions, 
you’ll discover how storytelling works in 
practice and develop essential industry 
skills to bring creative visions to the 
stage.

Designing Worlds: Introduction to 
Stage Design
Step behind the scenes and discover 
how stage design brings stories to life. 
From set construction to prop design, 
you will explore the artistic and technical 
aspects of theatre production, gaining 
hands-on experience in creating visually 
compelling stage environments.

YEAR 1 SEMESTER 2

Deepening the Craft: Foundations 
of the Actor II (Pre-req: Acting 
Fundamentals: Foundations of the 
Actor I)
Take your craft to the next level 
by deepening your exploration of 
character, emotional range, and textual 
interpretation. You will work on more 
complex scenes and monologues, 
honing your ability to bring authenticity 
and depth to your performances. By 
applying advanced acting techniques 
such as objectives, obstacles, and 
actions you will refine your personal 
approach and prepare for the 
challenges ahead.

The Dynamic Body: Voice and 
Movement II (Pre-req: The Expressive 
Body: Voice and Movement I) 
Expand your physical and vocal range 
with advanced techniques that enhance 
flexibility, strength, and expressiveness. 
You will explore the connection between 
movement and voice, integrating these 
skills to create more dynamic and 
engaging performances.

Performance Practice
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the essentials of staging a performance. 
From working with actors to blocking 
scenes, this unit equips you with the 
visionary, leadership and creative skills 
to bring stories to life.

YEAR 2 SEMESTER 2

The Actor on Screen: Foundations 
of Film Acting I (Pre-req: Character in 
Action: The Advanced Actor)  
Transition from stage to screen by 
learning the specific techniques 
required for film and television. You will 
explore camera technique, continuity, 
and subtle performance, preparing for 
professional on-camera work.

OR

Industry Placement Oz to LA (Pre-
req: Character in Action: The Advanced 
Actor)  
Step into the heart of the global 
entertainment industry with this 
immersive, career-defining experience 
in Los Angeles. Designed for aspiring 
screen actors, this elective takes 
you beyond the classroom and into 
Hollywood, where you will train with 
internationally recognised coaches, 
refine your on-camera technique, 
and develop the skills to navigate the 
film and television industry. Through 
intensive workshops, you’ll explore 
screen acting methods, auditioning 
strategies, and character development 
tailored for film and TV. Beyond 
performance, this unit equips you with 
essential industry knowledge – how to 
build a professional network, secure 
representation, and market yourself 
effectively in a competitive landscape.

In addition to world-class training, you’ll 
experience life in LA, attending industry 
events, visiting major studios, and 
connecting with working professionals. 
This unit provides an invaluable 
opportunity to gain international 
experience, expand your artistic 
horizons, and take the next step toward 
your professional career.

The Resonant Body: Voice and 
Movement IV (Pre-req: The Empowered 
Body: Voice and Movement III) 
Further refine your vocal and movement 
skills to create dynamic, compelling 
performances. This unit prepares you 
for the physical and vocal challenges of 
professional acting.

Performance Practice B: 
Shakespeare Production 
Master the language, rhythm, and 
performance style of Shakespeare. 
You will explore classical acting 
techniques and apply them in a fully 
staged production of a Shakespearean 
play. You will explore the intricacies 
of interpreting Shakespeare for a 
modern audience, storytelling through 
performance and production elements 
and gain invaluable experience with live 
audiences.

Formation I 

This unit draws from biblical exemplars 
an understanding of how our created 
world works to serve our civilisations. 
It explores the importance of faith 
and integrity in building civic-minded 
citizens.    

It equips students to be intentional 
about their life-choices and helps 
students explore how faith and service 
can shape the learning communities 
that they create. It encourages students 
to reflect on Christlike Kingdom values  
including justice, compassion and 
human dignity. Students have the 
opportunity to bring cross-cultural 
perspectives to a critique of scriptural 
interpretations of the world and human 
relationships. Through reflection, 
discussion, and hands-on experiences, 
students will explore what it means 
to live with purpose, integrity, and 
care for others. Through discussion 
and analysis, students will gain a 
deeper understanding of the Christian 
scriptures and its relationship to 
different cultures and perspectives.

Staging the Past: Theatre History I  
Understanding the past is key to shaping 
the future of theatre. This unit takes 
you through the evolution of Western 
performance, from ancient Greek 
theatre to the Renaissance, exploring 
how historical influences continue to 
shape contemporary storytelling.

Behind the Scenes: Fundamentals of 
Stage Management  
Every great production relies on strong 
organisation and leadership. This unit 
introduces you to the essential skills of 
stage management, from scheduling 
and communication to coordinating 
technical elements. You will gain 
the expertise to ensure smooth, 
professional productions.

YEAR 2 SEMESTER 1

Character in Action: The Advanced 
Actor (Pre-req: Deepening the Craft: 
Foundations of the Actor II) 
Refine your ability to embody characters 
with emotional depth and psychological 
realism. This unit challenges you with 
complex scenes, requiring you to master 
transformation, physicality, and nuanced 
performance.

The Empowered Body: Voice and 
Movement III (Pre-req: The Dynamic 
Body: Voice and Movement II)  
Harness your physical and vocal power 
with advanced techniques in movement 
(Laban, Viewpoints) and voice (accent 
work, resonance). This unit sharpens 
your expressive range, preparing you for 
complex character work.

Performance Practice A: Combined 
Production  
Step into a real-world rehearsal 
environment and take part in a fully staged 
production. You will work in collaboration 
with a director, designers, and technical 
teams, applying your performance training 
in a production setting.

The Visionary Director: The 
Foundations of Directing for Theatre  
Step into the director’s chair and learn 

Units
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Performance Practice

YEAR 3 SEMESTER 1

The Actor on Screen: Foundations 
of Film Acting II (Pre-req: The Actor on 
Screen: Foundations of Film Acting I)
Polish your on-camera performance 
skills with complex scenes and 
character work. You will refine your 
ability to deliver compelling, naturalistic 
performances for film and television.  

The Integrated Body: Voice and 
Movement V (Pre-req: The Resonant 
Body: Voice and Movement IV)  
Achieve seamless integration of voice 
and movement to create fully embodied 
performances. This unit prepares you 
for the physical and vocal demands of 
professional acting.  

On Camera: Film Project
Work on a professionally shot short film, 
collaborating with students from the 
Bachelor of Screen Production. Gain 
hands-on experience in film acting and 
industry-level production processes.

Performance Practice C: Combined 
Production
Take on leading roles in a fully realised 
production, applying your advanced 
skills in acting, voice, and movement. 
You will work in collaboration with a 
director, designers, and technical teams, 
applying your performance training in a 
production setting.

YEAR 3 SEMESTER 2

The Master Performer: Advanced 
Acting Technique (Pre-req: The Actor 
on Screen: Foundations of Film Acting II)
This unit challenges you to refine your 
craft and develop a unique performance 
style. Through intensive scene work and 
solo performances, you will demonstrate 
mastery of acting techniques.

OR

Industry Placement Oz to LA (Pre-req: 
Character in Action: The Advanced Actor)  
Step into the heart of the global 
entertainment industry with this 

immersive, career-defining experience 
in Los Angeles. Designed for aspiring 
screen actors, this elective takes 
you beyond the classroom and into 
Hollywood, where you will train with 
internationally recognised coaches, 
refine your on-camera technique, 
and develop the skills to navigate the 
film and television industry. Through 
intensive workshops, you’ll explore 
screen acting methods, auditioning 
strategies, and character development 
tailored for film and TV. Beyond 
performance, this unit equips you with 
essential industry knowledge – how to 
build a professional network, secure 
representation, and market yourself 
effectively in a competitive landscape.

In addition to world-class training, you’ll 
experience life in LA, attending industry 
events, visiting major studios, and 
connecting with working professionals. 
This unit provides an invaluable 
opportunity to gain international 
experience, expand your artistic 
horizons, and take the next step toward 
your professional career.

The Masterful Body: Voice and 
Movement VI
Achieve complete command over 
your physical and vocal expression in 
this advanced training unit. Designed 
to refine your movement precision, 
vocal strength, and stage presence, 
this course equips you with the skills 
required to meet the demands of 
professional performance. You will 
explore dynamic techniques that 
heighten expressiveness, deepen 
character embodiment, and ensure 
a powerful connection between 
body, voice, and storytelling. Whether 
preparing for stage or screen, this unit 
pushes you to achieve a level of mastery 
essential for a lasting career in the 
performing arts.

Performance Practice D: 
Graduation Production
In this unit you will undertake your 
final performance project, designed 
to showcase your abilities to industry 
professionals. This is your moment to 
demonstrate everything you’ve learned 
and make a lasting impression.

Formation II: Designing My 
Creative Career 

This unit provides students with the 
opportunity to critically reflect on 
how a Christian framework can guide 
their creative and business practices 
and enable them to proactively draw 
from biblical principles to undergird 
their business aspirations. Through 
a multidisciplinary lens, this unit 
investigates the spiritual, mental, 
physical, financial, social, and career 
management competencies required 
to build a sustainable career in the 
arts in Australia.

This unit systematically integrates 
biblical principles, academic research, 
national arts policy and small 
business practices as it examines 
the place of the artist within the 
Australian context. In doing this it 
provides the foundations for students 
to engage in lifelong learning around 
their craft and aims to build a holistic 
framework of learning that supports 
students to engage in authentic, 
sustained creative employment 
consistent with their individual ethical 
framework, a Christian world view and 
personal values.

Students will not only engage with 
the lecture series and tutorials, but 
apply the concepts, activities and tools 
to their own creative practice, the 
building and/or refining of their own 
small business, and development of 
their digital portfolio in job-readiness. 
This unit is a formation stepping stone 
from college into the professional 
context within a Christian framing of 
business ethics and integrity.  
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Units

YEAR 1 SEMESTER 1

Acting Fundamentals: Foundations 
of the Actor I
Step onto the stage and begin your 
transformation into a compelling 
performer. In this foundational unit, you 
will explore the core principles of acting 
– stage presence, character creation, 
and performance technique. Through 
improvisation, technical exercises, and 
scene work, you will build confidence and 
learn to work with given circumstances. 
You will also develop the ability to give 
and receive constructive feedback, 
laying the groundwork for a lifelong 
acting practice.

The Expressive Body: Voice and 
Movement I
Great acting starts with a well-trained 
body and voice. This unit introduces 
you to essential techniques for vocal 
control, movement, and breath support. 
Through practical workshops, you will 
learn how to use your body and voice 
effectively to convey character and 
emotion, ensuring a strong foundation 
for performance.  

Introduction to Creative 
and Technical Storytelling in 
Performance
Stories shape how we see the world – 
they connect, challenge, and inspire us. 
In this unit, you will explore how theatre 
brings stories to life through the fusion 
of performance, direction, design, and 
technical production.
From lighting and sound to front-of-
house and stage management, every 
element plays a role in shaping a 
powerful audience experience. Through 
hands-on learning and live productions, 
you’ll discover how storytelling works in 
practice and develop essential industry 
skills to bring creative visions to the 
stage.

Designing Worlds: Introduction to 
Stage Design
Step behind the scenes and discover 
how stage design brings stories to life. 
From set construction to prop design, 
you will explore the artistic and technical 
aspects of theatre production, gaining 
hands-on experience in creating visually 
compelling stage environments.

YEAR 1 SEMESTER 2

Deepening the Craft: Foundations 
of the Actor II (Pre-req: Acting 
Fundamentals: Foundations of the 
Actor I)
Take your craft to the next level 
by deepening your exploration of 
character, emotional range, and textual 
interpretation. You will work on more 
complex scenes and monologues, 
honing your ability to bring authenticity 
and depth to your performances. By 
applying advanced acting techniques 
such as objectives, obstacles, and 
actions you will refine your personal 
approach and prepare for the 
challenges ahead.

The Dynamic Body: Voice and 
Movement II (Pre-req: The Expressive 
Body: Voice and Movement I) 
Expand your physical and vocal range 
with advanced techniques that enhance 
flexibility, strength, and expressiveness. 
You will explore the connection between 
movement and voice, integrating these 
skills to create more dynamic and 
engaging performances.

Staging the Past: Theatre History I  
Understanding the past is key to shaping 
the future of theatre. This unit takes 
you through the evolution of Western 
performance, from ancient Greek 
theatre to the Renaissance, exploring 
how historical influences continue to 
shape contemporary storytelling.

Behind the Scenes: Fundamentals of 
Stage Management  
Every great production relies on strong 
organisation and leadership. This unit 
introduces you to the essential skills of 
stage management, from scheduling 
and communication to coordinating 
technical elements. You will gain 
the expertise to ensure smooth, 
professional productions.

YEAR 2 SEMESTER 1

Character in Action: The Advanced 
Actor (Pre-req: Deepening the Craft: 
Foundations of the Actor II) 
Refine your ability to embody characters 
with emotional depth and psychological 
realism. This unit challenges you with 
complex scenes, requiring you to master 
transformation, physicality, and nuanced 
performance.

The Empowered Body: Voice and 
Movement III (Pre-req: The Dynamic 
Body: Voice and Movement II)  
Harness your physical and vocal power 
with advanced techniques in movement 
(Laban, Viewpoints) and voice (accent 
work, resonance). This unit sharpens 
your expressive range, preparing you for 
complex character work.

Performance Practice A: Combined 
Production OR Production Practice 
A: Combined Production 
Immerse yourself in the full theatre-
making process by participating in a fully 
staged production. Whether you step 
into a performance role or contribute 
as an assistant director, designer, stage 
manager, or technician, you will gain 
hands-on experience in a professional 
rehearsal environment. This unit allows 
you to collaborate with a director, 
creative teams, and technical crews, 
refining your skills in an area of interest 
while bringing a production to life.
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Theatre Practice

horizons, and take the next step toward 
your professional career.

The Resonant Body: Voice 
and Movement IV (Pre-req: The 
Empowered Body: Voice and Movement 
III) 
Further refine your vocal and movement 
skills to create dynamic, compelling 
performances. This unit prepares you 
for the physical and vocal challenges of 
professional acting.

Elective I
Expand your creative and technical skills 
with a range of elective units designed 
to complement your theatre practice. 
Whether you choose to deepen your 
expertise in performance, directing, 
design, production management, or 
screen acting, these electives allow you to 
tailor your learning experience to match 
your artistic and professional ambitions.

Performance Practice B: 
Shakespeare Production OR  
Production Practice B: Shakespeare 
Production 
Engage with the works of Shakespeare in 
a fully realised theatrical production. This 
unit offers you the flexibility to perform 
on stage or take on a key production 
role such as assistant director, designer, 
or stage manager. You will explore the 
intricacies of interpreting Shakespeare 
for a modern audience, storytelling 
through performance and production 
elements and gain invaluable experience 
with live audiences.

Formation I 

This unit draws from biblical exemplars 
an understanding of how our created 
world works to serve our civilisations. 
It explores the importance of faith and 
integrity in building civic-minded citizens.    

It equips students to be intentional 
about their life-choices and helps 
students explore how faith and service 
can shape the learning communities 
that they create. It encourages students 

to reflect on Christlike Kingdom values  
including justice, compassion and 
human dignity. Students have the 
opportunity to bring cross-cultural 
perspectives to a critique of scriptural 
interpretations of the world and human 
relationships. Through reflection, 
discussion, and hands-on experiences, 
students will explore what it means 
to live with purpose, integrity, and 
care for others. Through discussion 
and analysis, students will gain a 
deeper understanding of the Christian 
scriptures and its relationship to 
different cultures and perspectives.

YEAR 3 SEMESTER 1

Elective 2
Expand your creative and technical skills 
with a range of elective units designed 
to complement your theatre practice. 
Whether you choose to deepen your 
expertise in performance, directing, 
design, production management, or 
screen acting, these electives allow you to 
tailor your learning experience to match 
your artistic and professional ambitions.

On Camera: Film Project
Work on a professionally shot short film, 
collaborating with students from the 
Bachelor of Screen Production. Gain 
hands-on experience in film acting and 
industry-level production processes.

Performance Practice C: Combined 
Production OR Production Practice 
C: Combined Production
Advance your expertise by working on 
a fully realised production in the role 
that best suits your theatre career 
aspirations. Whether you choose to 
perform or specialise in production 
areas such as directing, design, or 
stage management, this unit provides 
an opportunity to put your advanced 
skills into practice. Working as part 
of a collaborative creative team, you 
will refine your craft and develop 
the confidence to transition into the 
professional theatre industry.

The Visionary Director: The 
Foundations of Directing for Theatre  
Step into the director’s chair and learn 
the essentials of staging a performance. 
From working with actors to blocking 
scenes, this unit equips you with the 
visionary, leadership and creative skills 
to bring stories to life.

YEAR 2 SEMESTER 2

The Actor on Screen: Foundations 
of Film Acting I (Pre-req: Character in 
Action: The Advanced Actor)  
Transition from stage to screen by 
learning the specific techniques required 
for film and television. You will explore 
camera technique, continuity, and subtle 
performance, preparing for professional 
on-camera work.

OR

Industry Placement Oz to LA (Pre-
req: Character in Action: The Advanced 
Actor)  
Step into the heart of the global 
entertainment industry with this 
immersive, career-defining experience in 
Los Angeles. Designed for aspiring screen 
actors, this elective takes you beyond 
the classroom and into Hollywood, 
where you will train with internationally 
recognised coaches, refine your on-
camera technique, and develop the 
skills to navigate the film and television 
industry. Through intensive workshops, 
you’ll explore screen acting methods, 
auditioning strategies, and character 
development tailored for film and TV. 
Beyond performance, this unit equips you 
with essential industry knowledge – how 
to build a professional network, secure 
representation, and market yourself 
effectively in a competitive landscape.

In addition to world-class training, you’ll 
experience life in LA, attending industry 
events, visiting major studios, and 
connecting with working professionals. 
This unit provides an invaluable 
opportunity to gain international 
experience, expand your artistic 
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Units
skills to navigate the film and television 
industry. Through intensive workshops, 
you’ll explore screen acting methods, 
auditioning strategies, and character 
development tailored for film and TV. 
Beyond performance, this unit equips 
you with essential industry knowledge 
– how to build a professional network, 
secure representation, and market 
yourself effectively in a competitive 
landscape.

In addition to world-class training, you’ll 
experience life in LA, attending industry 
events, visiting major studios, and 
connecting with working professionals. 
This unit provides an invaluable 
opportunity to gain international 
experience, expand your artistic 
horizons, and take the next step toward 
your professional career.

Producing Theatre
Theatre doesn’t just happen – it’s 
produced. This unit equips you with the 
essential skills to bring productions to 
life, whether in professional venues or 
independent creative spaces. Through 
a hands-on, project-based approach, 
you’ll explore budgeting, marketing, 
scheduling, and managing creative 
teams. As a producer, you’ll be the 
driving force behind a production, 
balancing artistic vision with logistical 
and financial realities. Whether your goal 
is to launch your own theatre company, 
manage large-scale productions, or 
support independent artists, this unit 
provides the foundation to turn creative 
ideas into successful performances. 
By the end of this course, you’ll have 
the confidence and knowledge to take 
charge of productions and carve your 
path in the industry.

Performance Practice D: Graduation 
Production OR Production Practice 
D: Graduation Project
Your final major project is the culmination 
of your training, allowing you to showcase 

your artistic and technical abilities to 
industry professionals. Whether you take 
centre stage or contribute behind the 
scenes as a director, designer, or stage 
manager, this production represents 
your transition from student to emerging 
professional. This is your opportunity to 
demonstrate your expertise, creativity, 
and leadership, leaving a lasting 
impression as you launch your career in 
the performing arts.

Formation II: Designing My Creative 
Career 

This unit provides students with the 
opportunity to critically reflect on 
how a Christian framework can guide 
their creative and business practices 
and enable them to proactively draw 
from biblical principles to undergird 
their business aspirations. Through a 
multidisciplinary lens, this unit investigates 
the spiritual, mental, physical, financial, 
social, and career management 
competencies required to build a 
sustainable career in the arts in Australia.

This unit systematically integrates biblical 
principles, academic research, national 
arts policy and small business practices as 
it examines the place of the artist within 
the Australian context. In doing this it 
provides the foundations for students 
to engage in lifelong learning around 
their craft and aims to build a holistic 
framework of learning that supports 
students to engage in authentic, sustained 
creative employment consistent with their 
individual ethical framework, a Christian 
world view and personal values.

Students will not only engage with the 
lecture series and tutorials, but apply 
the concepts, activities and tools to their 
own creative practice, the building and/
or refining of their own small business, 
and development of their digital portfolio 
in job-readiness. This unit is a formation 
stepping stone from college into the 
professional context within a Christian 
framing of business ethics and integrity.  

Theatre History II
Explore the pivotal shifts in Western 
theatre over the past century and their 
lasting influence on contemporary 
practice. This unit takes you on a 
journey through the theatre landscapes 
of the UK, USA, and Australia, examining 
how major cultural, political, and artistic 
movements have shaped performance-
making today.
You’ll study key playwrights, movements, 
and innovations in theatre design and 
staging, considering how dramaturgy 
and production aesthetics evolved in 
response to social change. Through 
script analysis and historical inquiry, 
you will deepen your understanding 
of how theatre reflects and challenges 
its time, equipping you with the 
contextual knowledge to inform your 
own creative work. Whether your focus 
is performance or production, this unit 
provides invaluable insights into the 
foundations of modern Western theatre.

YEAR 3 SEMESTER 2

Elective 3
Expand your creative and technical skills 
with a range of elective units designed 
to complement your theatre practice. 
Whether you choose to deepen your 
expertise in performance, directing, 
design, production management, or 
screen acting, these electives allow you to 
tailor your learning experience to match 
your artistic and professional ambitions.

OR

Industry Placement Oz to LA (Pre-
req: Character in Action: The Advanced 
Actor)  
Step into the heart of the global 
entertainment industry with this 
immersive, career-defining experience in 
Los Angeles. Designed for aspiring screen 
actors, this elective takes you beyond 
the classroom and into Hollywood, 
where you will train with internationally 
recognised coaches, refine your on-
camera technique, and develop the 
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What does it include?

	 10 weeks intensive actor training

	 audition/casting sessions

	 exclusive meetings

	 industry conferences

	 networking opportunities

	 studio tours

EXCELSIA’S OZ TO LA PROGRAM 
gives students a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to study in Los Angeles, 

rubbing shoulders with some of 

the biggest names in showbiz. 

Throughout the program, students 

will study five days a week at a 

renowned Los Angeles school in an 

intense and concentrated manner, 

testing their commitment, passion 

and suitability for life as an actor.

FEE-HELP is available for the 

training and course-related costs of 

the Oz to LA program. Students are  

required to cover the upfront costs 

of approximately $11,500. This 

includes accommodation, flights, 

living and other expenses.

   Studying acting in LA 
is eye-opening and creatively 
invigorating; it’s inspiring being 
around so many creative minds 

everywhere you go. All the 
classes were useful, particularly 

when learning about the technical 
aspect of the film industry in America. The instructors 
are all currently working in the industry and so were 
able to give current and insightful information.
We were also lucky enough to attend G’Day USA, 
a massive event where prominent American and 
Australian talent gather to celebrate the relationship 
between Australia and the US. This event was an 
amazing networking opportunity as we were able to 
mingle with industry professionals.

Amy Lawler
Bachelor of Dramatic Art Alumnus
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The information contained in this course guide was accurate at the time of publication. Excelsia reserves the right to amend 
the material contained in this guide without notice in response to changing circumstances or for any other reason.
For most up-to-date course information please visit our website.

Step 5

Complete application formStep 4

Step 1 Select the course
at: excelsia.edu.au/study/

Apply
Once you submit your application Excelsia staff will contact you within days to confirm receipt 

and talk through the next steps in the process.

Step 2 Check entry requirements

Step 3 Gather the required documents 

Information about applications is available at: excelsia.edu.au/study/how-to-apply/

excelsia.edu.au
info@excelsia.edu.au
+61 2 9819 8888

1 City View Road 
Pennant Hills NSW 2120
ABN 50 360 319 774
TEQSA PRV12064
CRICOS CODE 02664K

EXCELSIA
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

http://excelsia.edu.au/study/
http://excelsia.edu.au/study/how-to-apply/

